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9 June 2010 

MEDIA RELEASE


Ruralco and Aussie Helpers Children’s Fund support Autism Awareness 

Ruralco Holdings Limited and Aussie Helpers Children’s Fund proudly donated $20,000 to Autism Awareness to assist them with hosting a series of seminars across Australia to provide information to parents, carers, educators and professionals involved with children with autism.

More than eighty delegates attended Autism Awareness’s inaugural Autism Info Day on Saturday, 15 May 2010 in Rockhampton, Queensland. The free seminar covered areas such as early intervention, practical everyday strategies, behavioural management and funding options.

Behavioural consultants, medical practitioners and therapists who specialise in learning programs and behaviour management for children with autism presented at the seminar. They included:

Nicole Rogerson – Autism Awareness

Benison O’Reilly – Australian Autism Handbook

Dr James Best

Charmaine Fraser – Lizard Centre

Paul Harris – Momentum Learning

Dr James Morton – AEIOU

Early intervention and knowledge of the resources and services available is key to providing opportunities for children with autism. Autism Info Day provided attendees with valuable and practical information to help best manage everyday life.

“Autism Awareness makes a tremendous contribution to families living with autism and I’m very proud that Ruralco and Aussie Helpers Children’s Fund are able to support them. It’s often difficult for people living outside the capital cities and major metropolitan areas to access specialist information and services and I hope all those who attended the Autism Info Day in Rockhampton benefited from it,” said John Maher, Managing Director, Ruralco and founder and Committee member of Aussie Helpers Children’s Fund.

Lee Kernaghan, founder and Committee member of Aussie Helpers Children’s Fund, shared Mr Maher’s commitment to supporting the goals and objectives of Autism Awareness.

“I’m very proud that Aussie Helpers Children’s Fund is working with Ruralco and Autism Awareness to assist those involved with the care and education of children with autism,” said Lee.

“We are thrilled to have the support of Ruralco and Aussie Helpers Children’s Fund and appreciate their support in helping us to hold this much needed event in regional Queensland. We hope everyone who attended the Rockhampton Info Day took home a useful strategy or idea that will help improve their situation,” said Autism Awareness Director, Nicole Rogerson.

Lee said Aussie Helpers Children’s Fund was generously supported by individuals and organisations such as Ruralco who shared his passion for helping children in rural Australia. 
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Lee recognised the need to do more to support children in rural Australia through his association with Aussie Helpers, a non profit organisation established by Brian and Nerida Egan in 2002. Aussie Helpers works tirelessly to support rural families in crisis and Aussie Helpers Children’s Fund is an extension of that organisation.

“We’ve received tremendous support from Ruralco since the Fund’s inception in 2009. A percentage of the sale of every one of Ruralco’s home brand OSKA™ Professional products is donated to the Fund to support our work and I value their involvement,” said Lee.

— ENDS —

For more information contact:

Nicole Rogerson, Autism Awareness: 0417 692 226

John Maher, Managing Director, Ruralco and founder and Committee member of Aussie Helpers Children’s Fund: 0418 687 016

Cameron Beamish, Marketing & Communications Manager, Ruralco: 0418 269 440

Captions:

PIC 1: (From left) Brian Egan, Aussie Helpers, Lee Kernaghan, Aussie Helpers Children’s Fund, Wendy Rafferty, Director, Autism Awareness and John Maher, Managing Director, Ruralco, with children from the Lizard Centre, a specialist early intervention centre for children with autism.  

PIC 2: (From left) Lee Kernaghan, Aussie Helpers Children’s Fund, Brian Egan, Aussie Helpers, Wendy Rafferty, Director, Autism Awareness and John Maher, Managing Director, Ruralco. 

About Ruralco Holdings Limited

Ruralco Holdings Limited (ASX:RHL) is a leading Australian agribusiness. Ruralco operates through a national footprint of businesses that specialise in providing rural customers with products and services in merchandise, fertiliser, seed, wool, livestock, real estate, stock feed, risk management, water, grain, finance and insurance. Ruralco's businesses around the country operate under their own brands. They have their own cultures, their own service models and their own unique value propositions — all designed to meet the demands of local or regional markets.

For more information go to: www.ruralco.com.au

About Autism Awareness 

Autism Awareness is a not-for-profit organisation founded by a small group of parents in 2007 to increase understanding and awareness of autism. Autism affects one in 160 people and early intervention is key to effective treatment. It’s hoped that increased understanding of autism within the community will lead to earlier diagnosis and more effective treatments that will benefit those affected and their families.

For more information go to: www.autismawareness.com.au
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About Aussie Helpers Children’s Fund

Aussie Helpers Children’s Fund was established in 2009 by country music star and 2008 Australian of the Year, Lee Kernaghan. Lee recognised the need to do more to support disadvantaged children in rural Australia through his association with Aussie Helpers, a non profit organisation established by Brian and Nerida Egan in 2002. Aussie Helpers works tirelessly to support rural families in crisis and Aussie Helpers Children’s Fund is an extension of that organisation. The Fund provides support and resources for education, sporting and musical equipment, medical assistance and scholarships for sport, music and education.
For more information go to: www.aussiehelperskids.org.au

