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9 June 2010

MEDIA RELEASE

Ruralco and Aussie Helpers Children’s Fund deliver on

commitment to helping rural kids

Ruralco Holdings Limited and Aussie Helpers Children’s Fund are delivering on their commitment to support disadvantaged children in rural Australia with the announcement that they have donated funds to support specific activities being undertaken by Autism Awareness and Camp Quality. They will also sponsor scholarships for two young musicians to attend the CMAA Australian Academy of Country Music.

“It’s very satisfying and rewarding to be able to help kids in rural Australia who are doing it tough. There are kids across the country whose health, lifestyles and education are compromised by geographic and financial obstacles but if we all work together we can make a difference and help them achieve their full potential,” said John Maher, Managing Director, Ruralco and founder and Committee member of Aussie Helpers Children’s Fund.

Autism Awareness received $20,000 to run a series of seminars throughout Australia to help those living and working with children with autism. The first seminar, held in Rockhampton on 15 May, covered areas such as early intervention, practical everyday strategies, behavioural management and funding options and was well attended by parents, carers, educators and health professionals. 

Camp Quality received $20,000 to assist them with the running of one of their many family camps. The camp at Animal Farm@Maleny (Queensland) offers families living with cancer the chance to take time out from hospitals and share in some fun activities, make new friendships and spend time with other families in similar situations. Fourteen families from southern Queensland will attend the June camp. 

The Fund also awarded Melanie Dyer and Daly Stephenson with scholarships to attend the CMAA Australian Academy of Country Music in Tamworth (New South Wales). Melanie and Daly’s passion and commitment to their musical careers has impressed many in the music industry. Both have overcome significant obstacles, largely brought on by the prolonged drought and geographic isolation, to pursue their goals and Aussie Helpers Children’s Fund is excited to be supporting these budding young artists.  

Aussie Helpers Children’s Fund was founded in 2009 by former Australian of the Year, Lee Kernaghan. Lee recognised the need to do more to support children in rural Australia through his association with Aussie Helpers, a non profit organisation established by Brian and Nerida Egan in 2002. Aussie Helpers works tirelessly to support rural families in crisis and Aussie Helpers Children’s Fund is an extension of that organisation.

Lee said Aussie Helpers Children’s Fund was generously supported by individuals and organisations such as Ruralco who shared his passion for helping children in rural Australia. 
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“We receive tremendous support from Ruralco and their quality home brand OSKA™ Professional which is available through CRT outlets across Australia. A percentage of the sale of every OSKA Professional product is donated to the Fund to support important activities such as these and I’m extremely grateful for their support,” said Lee, founder and Committee member of Aussie Helpers Children’s Fund.

“I’m very proud that Aussie Helpers Children’s Fund is working with Ruralco to support these tremendous organisations and these talented young musicians,” he added.  

— ENDS —

For more information contact:

John Maher, Managing Director, Ruralco and founder and Committee member of Aussie Helpers Children’s Fund: 0418 687 016

Cameron Beamish, Marketing & Communications Manager, Ruralco: 0418 269 440

About Ruralco Holdings Limited

Ruralco Holdings Limited (ASX:RHL) is a leading Australian agribusiness. Ruralco operates through a national footprint of businesses that specialise in providing rural customers with products and services in merchandise, fertiliser, seed, wool, livestock, real estate, stock feed, risk management, water, grain, finance and insurance. Ruralco's businesses around the country operate under their own brands. They have their own cultures, their own service models and their own unique value propositions — all designed to meet the demands of local or regional markets.

For more information go to http://www.ruralco.com.au

About Aussie Helpers Children’s Fund

Aussie Helpers Children’s Fund was established in 2009 by country music star and 2008 Australian of the Year, Lee Kernaghan. Lee recognised the need to do more to support disadvantaged children in rural Australia through his association with Aussie Helpers, a non profit organisation established by Brian and Nerida Egan in 2002. Aussie Helpers works tirelessly to support rural families in crisis and Aussie Helpers Children’s Fund is an extension of that organisation. The Fund provides support and resources for education, sporting and musical equipment, medical assistance and scholarships for sport, music and education.
For more information go to: http://www.aussiehelperskids.org.au

About Autism Awareness 

Autism Awareness is a not-for-profit organisation founded by a small group of parents in 2007 to increase understanding and awareness of autism. Autism affects one in 160 children and early intervention can be a key in its effective treatment. It’s hoped that increased understanding of autism within rural communities will lead to earlier diagnosis and more effective treatments that will benefit those affected and their families.

For more information go to: http://www.autismawareness.com.au
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About Camp Quality

Camp Quality was established in 1983 to provide a positive, entertaining and optimistic environment for children affected by cancer. Camp Quality also provides family support programs, educational resources, hospital programs and recreational activities. It has become syonymous with bringing laughter, fun therapy and optimism to children living with cancer and their families.

For more information go to http://www.campquality.org.au

About Melanie Dyer and Daly Stephenson/CMAA Australian Academy of Country Music

Melanie Dyer and Daly Stephenson have been awarded scholarships to attend the CMAA Australian Academy of Country Music. The Academy provides an innovative program that offers talented and promising young country music artists and musicians the opportunity to broaden their horizons and skill level via close interaction with the industry’s leading specialists. 

Sixteen year old Melanie lives in Inverell and has been performing in talent quests since 2006. In 2007 Melanie won the Australian Children’s Music Foundation song writing competition with her song, Life on the Land, which was used for the Woolworths National Drought Appeal. She also hosts her own radio show, Melanie’s Country Music Magazine on AM station, 2NZ.

Daly is also sixteen and grew up on a cattle property 250km west of Rockhampton. He has been performing since he was eleven and released his first album in 2006. In Tamworth in 2010 Daly won the People’s Choice Award for Most Promising Future Star and was runner-up in the Australian Country Music Busking Awards.

For more information http://www.country.com.au/academy.html

