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MEDIA RELEASE

9 June 2010

Ruralco and Aussie Helpers Children’s Fund support Camp Quality 

Aussie Helpers Children’s Fund and national agribusiness Ruralco Holdings Limited are delivering on their commitment to support children in rural Australia and have donated $20,000 to Camp Quality to assist them with the running of their family camp at Animal Farm@Maleny in Queensland from 4–6 June 2010.

Fourteen families from south Queensland, which takes in Gympie, south to Tweed Heads and west to the border, will take part in the camp which unites families who are often separated during treatment. Families get the chance to forget about cancer, hospitals and needles for the weekend and enjoy some fun therapy in an optimistic and relaxed environment. It’s also a great opportunity for families who are living with cancer to be supported and inspired by others who have faced a similar journey. 

“Camp Quality makes a tremendous contribution to families living with cancer and I’m very proud that Ruralco and Aussie Helpers Children’s Fund are able to contribute to the family camp in Maleny in June. Geographic isolation places huge pressures on families who are a long way from treatment centres and the value of these camps cannot be overstated,” said John Maher, Managing Director, Ruralco and founder and Committee member of Aussie Helpers Children’s Fund.

“Camp Quality relies heavily on community and corporate donations to run our programs. Having Ruralco and Aussie Helpers Children’s fund donate $20,000 to run our family camp in Maleny is a great boost for us and makes a huge difference to the lives of children living with cancer and their families. This donation helps us bring fun therapy to these children and shows that laughter really is the best medicine,” said Kelly Beaumont, General Manager of Camp Quality.

Lee Kernaghan, founder and Committee member of Aussie Helpers Children’s Fund, shared Mr Maher’s commitment to supporting the goals and objectives of Camp Quality. 

“It’s very rewarding being able to help kids in rural Australia who are doing it tough. There are kids across the country whose health, lifestyles and education are compromised by geographic and financial obstacles but if we all work together we can make a difference and help them achieve their full potential,” said Lee.

Lee recognised the need to do more to support children in rural Australia through his association with Aussie Helpers, a non profit organisation established by Brian and Nerida Egan in 2002. Aussie Helpers works tirelessly to support rural families in crisis and Aussie Helpers Children’s Fund is an extension of that organisation.

“We’ve received tremendous support from Ruralco since the Fund’s inception in 2009. A percentage of the sale of every one of Ruralco’s home brand OSKA™ Professional products is donated to the Fund to support our work and I value their involvement,” said Lee.

· ENDS —

For more information contact:

John Maher, Managing Director, Ruralco and founder and Committee member of Aussie Helpers Children’s Fund: 0418 687 016

Cameron Beamish, Marketing & Communications Manager, Ruralco: 0418 269 440

Photograph caption: (From left) John Maher, Managing Director, Ruralco, Rachel Walker, National Business Manager, Camp Quality, Lee Kernaghan, Aussie Helpers Children’s Fund, Kelly Beaumont, General Manager, Camp Quality, Brian Egan, Aussie Helpers.
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About Ruralco Holdings Limited

Ruralco Holdings Limited (ASX:RHL) is a leading Australian agribusiness. Ruralco operates through a national footprint of businesses that specialise in providing rural customers with products and services in merchandise, fertiliser, seed, wool, livestock, real estate, stock feed, risk management, water, grain, finance and insurance. Ruralco's businesses around the country operate under their own brands. They have their own cultures, their own service models and their own unique value propositions — all designed to meet the demands of local or regional markets.

For more information go to www.ruralco.com.au 

About Aussie Helpers Children’s Fund

Aussie Helpers Children’s Fund was established in 2009 by country music star and 2008 Australian of the Year, Lee Kernaghan. Lee recognised the need to do more to support disadvantaged children in rural Australia through his association with Aussie Helpers, a non profit organisation established by Brian and Nerida Egan in 2002. Aussie Helpers works tirelessly to support rural families in crisis and Aussie Helpers Children’s Fund is an extension of that organisation. The Fund provides support and resources for education, sporting and musical equipment, medical assistance and scholarships for sport, music and education.
For more information go to: www.aussiehelperskids.org.au 

About Camp Quality

Camp Quality is the children’s family cancer charity that believes in bringing optimism and happiness to the lives of children and families affected by cancer through fun therapy and education. They believe laughter is the best medicine.

Camp Quality is building resilience in the lives of children and their families going through the cancer journey by creating an optimistic community through fun therapy. They believe in improving the quality of life for children living with cancer and their families through unrelenting optimism and the healing power of laughter. 

Camp Quality runs education, hospital, family assistance and recreation programs to help create fun and supportive communities for children and their families living with cancer. 

For more information go to: www.campquality.org.au 

